CHAPTER VII
Pirates and Buccaneers

THE Dutch, as Spanish subjects (usually under the name
of "Flemings"), had been trading with the West Indies
as early as 1542, and by 1580 had made their first
attempts to settle on the coast of Guiana. They had
gained sufficient knowledge of the lucrative possibilities
of America to be unwilling to surrender the chances
of making a fortune there when their rebellion against
Philip II cancelled their privileges as Spanish subjects.
The French Protestants, moreover, laughed to scorn the
pretensions of the Pope to allot the waste places of the
world as he pleased to the Spanish and Portuguese
monarchs, and began in the middle of the sixteenth cen-
tury to examine the coasts of Florida, the outlying West
India Islands, and, above all, Brazil. Practically they
founded the existing town of Rio de Janeiro, though they
were driven out by the Portuguese, who in turn adopted
that place as the capital of Brazil. But it was on the
small islands of the Lesser Antilles that the French,
English, and Dutch really concentrated their efforts when
they had been driven off the mainland of America by the
assertion of Spanish and Portuguese power. Guiana also,
like the Windward Islands, Barbados, and Tobago, was
a kind of debatable land not distinctly claimed by either
Spain or Portugal. Guiana was dominated by the Caribs,
who had learnt to loathe the Spaniards, and therefore